
  

Reading Progression Map 

“Reading is the gateway skill that makes all 

learning possible.” 

Barack Obama 



  



Word Reading – Phonics 

Objective 
To recognise different sounds (Phase 1) 

Enquiry 
What’s that sound? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• Why sounds are important 

• How listening helps us 

• Where a sound is coming from 

• What is making a sound 

• How to make different sounds 

Assessment Points 

• Know what listening is 

• Show where a noise is coming from 

• Associate noises with people, animals or objects 

• Make different sounds using their voice or body 

Future Learning 
 
Children will be learning the sounds that letters can make. They will be 
recognising and using phonemes when reading and spelling. 

 

 

Objective 
To know the sounds in Phase 2 

Enquiry 
What sounds can letters make? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What a phoneme is 

• How to say each phoneme 

• What a grapheme is 

• Which phoneme works with a grapheme 

• How to represent phonemes as graphemes 

• How to read VC and CVC words 

• Which common words need to be remembered 

Assessment Points 

• Recognise the 19 most common single letter sounds 

• Say the 19 most common single letter sounds 

• Represent the 19 most common single letter sounds 

• Read VC and CVC words like ‘it’ and ‘cap’ 

• Spell some VC and CVC words 

• Recognise common exception words like ‘the’ and ‘go’ 

Future Learning 
 
Children will be learning what sounds different digraphs can make. They 
will be recognising and using digraphs when reading and spelling. 

 

 

Objective 
To know the sounds in Phase 3 

Enquiry 
What is a digraph? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What a digraph/trigraph is 

• How to say each digraph/trigraph 

• Which phoneme works with each digraph/trigraph 

• How to represent phonemes as digraphs/trigraphs 

• How to blend and read CVC words 

• Which common words need to be remembered 

Assessment Points 

• Recognise all 44 phonemes 

• Say all 44 sounds 

• Represent all 44 phonemes 

• Read CVC words 

• Spell CVC words 

• Recognise common exception words like ‘was’, ‘my’ and ‘you’ 

Future Learning 
 
Children will be learning how to blend consonant clusters. They will begin 
to read and spell CCVC and CVCC words.  

  

  



Word Reading – Phonics 

Objective 
To know the blends in Phase 4 

Enquiry 
How can we blend words longer than three letters? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What consonants are 

• What consonant clusters are 

• How to blend consonant clusters 

• How to write words containing consonant clusters 

• Which common words need to be remembered 

Assessment Points 

• Recognise consonant clusters 

• Blend consonant clusters together 

• Read words containing consonant clusters 

• Write words using consonant clusters 

• Recognise common exception words like ‘some’ and ‘little’ 

Future Learning 
 
Children will be learning what alternative sounds different digraphs can 
make. They will also learn about the different graphemes that can be used 
to represent a sound. 

 

 

Objective 
To know the alternative sounds in Phase 5 

Enquiry 
What other sounds can graphemes make? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What alternative sounds are 

• What alternative spellings are 

• How to read words using alternative graphemes 

• How to write words using alternative sounds 

• Which common words need to be remembered 

Assessment Points 

• Recognise the alternative sounds a grapheme can make 

• Recognise the alternative ways to represent a phoneme 

• Read words that contain alternative sounds 

• Write words using alternative graphemes 

• Recognise and spell most common exception words 

Future Learning 
 
Children will be learning about spelling rules and patterns. They will learn 
what a suffix is, how to pronounce them and how to represent them. 

 

 

Objective 
To know the spelling rules in Phase 6 

Enquiry 
Can we always use phonics to spell words correctly? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What spelling rules are 

• Why spelling rules are important 

• How to use spelling rules 

• What a suffix is 

• Which common words need to be remembered 

Assessment Points 

• Recognise a spelling pattern 

• Explain different spelling rules 

• Write words using suffixes 

• Spell words correctly using spelling rules 

Future Learning 
 
Children will be given more complex spellings and will begin to use a wider 
selection of suffixes. 

  



Reading – EYFS 

Objective 
To understand how books work 

Enquiry 
How do you read a book? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• To understand which is the front and which is the back of the book and 
to be able to hold books the right way up, ready to start reading 

• To understand that, with story books and many information books, we 
start at the front of the book, read the cover, the title page and then 
the first age.  We go through the book turning one page at a time. 

• Key book terms: front cover, blurb, title, author, illustrator, character 

• To know that stories often have a beginning, a middle and an ending 

• To know that, in English, we read text from top to bottom and left to 
right 

• To understand that with many information books, we can choose 
where in the book to start, depending on what we want to find out.  
We can use the contents page and the index to help us. 

Assessment Points 

• Hold books correct way up and right way round. 

• Turn pages one at a time 

• Identify front cover, blurb, title, author’s name, illustrator’s name, 
characters in a story. 

• Describe the beginning, middle and end of a story. 

• Sequence pictures from a story. 

• Point to show where we start reading and the reading direction – left 
to right and top to bottom. 

• Select from a contents page to decide which part of an information 
book to read. 

Future Learning 
 
Y1 
Children will be reading books independently 
 
Y2 
Children will be learning how fiction and non-fiction books are arranged 

 

 

 

 

Objective 
To talk about and respond to stories 

Enquiry 
What is this story about? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• Stories can be about a wide range of topics 

• Stories can have a wide range of characters. 

• Characters can behave in many different ways. 

• Characters can have many different feelings. 

• Stories can be mirrors (reflecting our experiences) or windows 
(showing us the experiences of others). 

Assessment Points 

• Recall events from stories and retell them 

• Identify words and phrases they don’t understand 

• Apply new vocabulary as they talk about and retell stories 

• Reason / speculate as to how characters may be feeling, why they 
might have behaved in certain ways and what might happen next 

• Compare stories with other stories they know, noticing similarities 
e.g. setting, characters etc 

• Identify what they liked and/or didn’t like about a story. 

• Select some of their favourite stories to talk about. 

EYFS coverage 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by 
retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary;  

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;  

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions 
about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 
Comprehension ELG 

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of 
recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems when appropriate Speaking ELG 

Future Learning 
 
Y1 
Children will be retelling the main events of a story 
 
Y2 
Children will be discussing and sharing opinions about books and stories 

 

Objective 
To be able to read a sentence 

Enquiry 
Do you notice something different about these letters all together? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• A sentence is made up of several words. 

• A sentence has spaces between the words. 

• A sentence starts with a capital letter. A sentence ends with a full stop, 
an exclamation mark or a capital letter. 

• When reading a sentence, we read one word at a time, either blending 
the word or identifying common words we know (largely ’tricky’ words 
we have been taught). 

Assessment Points 

• Differentiate between letters, words and spaces, recognising each of 
these in a sentence. 

• Recognise the capital letter at the start of the sentence. 

• Recognise the punctuation at the end of the sentence 

EYFS coverage 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. Word 
Reading ELG 

Future Learning 
 
Y1 
Children will be applying their phonics learning to read new and more 
ambitious words 
 
Y2 
Children will be reciting poems using intonation 

 



Reading – EYFS 

Objective 
To talk about and respond to poems 

Enquiry 
What words did you like in this poem? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• Poems can be about a wide range of topics 

• Poems often sound special to listen to and different to stories 

• This is because some words might begin with similar sounds, and some 
words might rhyme. 

Assessment Points 

• Identify words and phrases from poems that they don’t understand 

• Select words and phrases from poems that they especially like 

• Apply new vocabulary as they talk about poems 

EYFS coverage 

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions 
about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play 
Comprehension ELG 

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of 
recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems when appropriate Speaking ELG 

Future Learning 
 
Y1 
Children will be looking and reciting poems 
 
Y2 
Children will be identifying and exploring the meaning of new and 
interesting words. 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y1 – Unit 1: Retelling stories 

Objective 
To retell familiar stories and discuss the events of a book. 

Enquiry 
What happened ‘Once upon a time’? 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What a fairy-tale is 

• How fairy tales usually start and end 

• What is the title of the story 

• Who the characters are 

• What happens in the story 

• Where the story takes place 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have had a wide range of quality texts read to them and have 
become very familiar with many of them as they have been returned to 
repeatedly throughout the year.  Children have themselves read stories 
consistent with their phonic knowledge.  Children have talked about 
events and characters in stories, anticipating key events and suggesting 
reasons for key events.  Children have retold stories they are familiar with 
through role play, small world, talking, drawing and writing. 

Future Learning 
 
Y1 
Children will be explaining what happened in a story with more detail. 
 
Y2 
Children will be looking at the similarities and differences between familiar 
stories including repeating themes. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retelling Retell the main events of the story 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

fairy-tale A type of story 

once upon a time The words used at the start of a fairy-tale 

characters Who the people, animals or things are 

setting Where the story happens 

title The name of the book 

baddy Who is the bad character in the story 

wolf An animal often used as the baddy 

happily ever after The words used at the end of a fairy-tale 
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Identify some fairy-tale stories 

• Identify the good/bad characters in a story 

• Retrieve the names of the main characters 

• Retell what happened in the story 

• Explain how the title and events are linked 

• Predict what will happen in unknown fairy tales 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• Becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional 
tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics 

• Discussing the significance of the title and events 

Target Tracker statements 

• Retell some of a familiar story/rhyme, when being read to by an adult 
(one-to-one or in a small group) 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular 
characteristics 

• Understand both the books he/she can already read accurately and 
fluently and those he/she listens to by discussing the significance of the 
title and events 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children to identify some fairy-tale stories. With support, children to retell 
the main events of a fairy-tale. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to think, discuss and reason the similarities and differences 
between different fairy tales. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y1 – Unit 2: Poetry 

Objective 
To begin to recite poems and join in with predictable phrases. 

Enquiry 
What is a poem? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What a poem is 

• How poems are similar and different 

• How a poem or part of it may end 

• Which words rhyme 

• What recite means 

• How to recite a poem 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have listened to a wide range of poems, identifying words and 
phrases they enjoy and noticing rhyme and alliteration.  
 
Y1 
Children began to retell the main parts of familiar stories including fairy 
tales. 

Future Learning 
 
Y1 
Children to talk with others about books, stories and real experiences. 
 
Y2 
Children will begin to use voice and intonation when reciting poems. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Reciting Repeat aloud poems or part of a poem 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

poem A piece of writing that uses expression, feelings 
and ideas 

rhyme Words that sound similar at the end 

phrase A group of words 

recite Speak out loud from memory 

predict Guessing what might come next 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Explain what a poem is 

• Identify some words that rhyme 

• Predict what word or phrase might come next 

• Retrieve rhyming words from a poem 

• Recite a familiar poem 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

• Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 

• Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 

Target Tracker statements 

• Retell some of a familiar story/rhyme, when being read to by an adult 
(one-to-one or in a small group) 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by joining in with predictable phrases 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to 
recite some by heart 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children to join in with predictable phrases. With support, children to 
recite part of a poem. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to read and recite a poem. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y1 – Unit 3: Book discussion 

Objective 
To be able to talk with others about books, stories and real experiences 

Enquiry 
What is your favourite book? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What the title of the book is 

• Who the characters are 

• What are the main events of the story 

• How the events are similar to real experiences 

• How to have a discussion with others about a book 

• When to talk and when to listen 

• Why you like a particular story 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have had a wide range of quality texts read to them and have 
become very familiar with many of them as they have been returned to 
repeatedly throughout the year.  Children have themselves read stories 
consistent with their phonic knowledge.  Children have talked about 
events and characters in stories, anticipating key events and suggesting 
reasons for key events.  Children have retold stories they are familiar with 
through role play, small world, talking, drawing and writing.  Children have 
been introduced to the idea that books can be mirrors reflecting their own, 
or windows showing other people’s experiences. 
 
Y1 
Children have begun to talk about the main events of a fairy-tale. 

Future Learning 
 
Y1 
Children will be drawing on what they already know to understand what 
they are reading. 
  
Y2 
Children will be sharing opinions of a range of books and respond to 
other’s opinions. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Discussion Taking turns to talk about the book 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

title What a book is called 

event Something that happens 

real experiences Things that have happened in real life 

listen Hearing what other people say 

discuss Talk about something with other people 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Identify the title of a book 

• Identify the main characters in the book 

• Explain the main events in the story 

• Discussing the events with other people 

• Identify similarities between the story and real-life experiences 

• Explain how the book is similar or different to their own experiences 

• Discuss why they do or don’t like a story 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by being encouraged to talk about events in what is 
read or heard read and link them to his/her own experiences 

• Understand both the books he/she can already read accurately and 
fluently and those he/she listens to by discussing the significance of the 
title and events 

• Participate in discussion about what is read to him/her, taking turns 
and listening to what others say 

Target Tracker statements 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by being encouraged to talk about events in what is 
read or heard read and link them to his/her own experiences 

• Understand both the books he/she can already read accurately and 
fluently and those he/she listens to by discussing the significance of the 
title and events 

• Participate in discussion about what is read to him/her, taking turns 
and listening to what others say 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children to name some of the main characters in the book. With support, 
children can take turn to talk about the story or their own experiences. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to make links between different stories and discuss how they are 
similar or different. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y1 – Unit 4: Understanding the text 

Objective 
To understand and explain what happened in a story 

Enquiry 
What happened in the story? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• Who is in the story 

• Where the story takes place 

• What the main events of the story are 

• Which parts of the story are most important 

• What happened at the beginning, middle and end of a story 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have had a wide range of quality texts read to them and have 
become very familiar with many of them as they have been returned to 
repeatedly throughout the year.  Children have themselves read stories 
consistent with their phonic knowledge.  Children have talked about 
events and characters in stories, anticipating key events and suggesting 
reasons for key events.  Children have retold stories they are familiar with 
through role play, small world, talking, drawing and writing. 
 
Y1 
Children have begun to talk about the title and events in a book. 

Future Learning 
 
Y1 
Children will begin to explore and understand new words and phrases. 
 
Y2 
Children will be answering and asking questions about what they have 
heard or read. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

character A person (or animal/thing) in a story 

setting Where the story takes place 

event Something that happened 

plot What happens in the story 

summarise Explaining the main events of a story 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Identify the characters in a story 

• Identify where the story takes place 

• Sequence the main events of the story 

• Explain the main events in the story 

• Summarise what happened in the story 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• Drawing on what they already know or on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher 

• Discussing the significance of the title and events 

• Becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional 
tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics 

• Being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own 
experiences 

Target Tracker statements 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which he/she can read 
independently 

• Understand both the books he/she can already read accurately and 
fluently and those he/she listens to by drawing on what is already 
known or on background information and vocabulary provided by the 
teacher 

• Understand both the books he/she can already read accurately and 
fluently and those he/she listens to by checking that the text makes 
sense as he/she reads and corrects inaccurate reading 

• Explain clearly his/her understanding of what is read to him/her 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children will be able to identify some of the key events of a story. With 
support, children can explain what happened in part of a story. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to think about, discuss and reason what other stories can be 
linked to the main events of another story. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y1 – Unit 5: Word meaning 

Objective 
To understand word meanings 

Enquiry 
Why would somebody use a dictionary? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• Which words are difficult to understand 

• How to find the meaning of words 

• How to use a dictionary or glossary 

• Why an author has chosen a particular word 

• What others words could also be used 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have been strategically introduced to new vocabulary through 
stories, non-fiction texts and experiences and have applied this new 
vocabulary in their playing and learning. 
 
Y1 
Children have identified specific words that rhyme and thought of 
alternative words that rhyme. 

Future Learning 
 
Y1 
Children will be learning about characters feelings and will begin to think 
alternative words to use to label emotions and characteristics. 
 
Y2 
Children will identify and explore the meaning of new and interesting 
words. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

dictionary A book that tells you the meaning of a word 

glossary A list of words and their meanings 

definition What a word means 

author Somebody who writes books 

alternative A different choice 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Identify words that are difficult to understand 

• Explain the meaning of different words 

• Retrieve words based on their definition 

• Use a dictionary or glossary 

• Discuss alternative words an author could use 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already 
known 

• Drawing on what they already know or on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher 

• Checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and 
correcting inaccurate reading 

• Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and 
listening to what others say 

• Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 

Target Tracker statements 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which he/she can read 
independently 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to 
those already known 

• Understand both the books he/she can already read accurately and 
fluently and those he/she listens to by checking that the text makes 
sense as he/she reads and corrects inaccurate reading 

• Explain clearly his/her understanding of what is read to him/her 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children to know what a dictionary or glossary is used for. With support, 
children can identify words that are difficult to understand. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to use explain how to use a dictionary or glossary and why they 
are important. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y1 – Unit 6: Predictions and inference 

Objective 
To discuss how characters are feeling and begin to make predictions and 
inferences about the book 

Enquiry 
How are the characters feeling? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What the names of some feelings and emotions are 

• What inference means 

• How to use inference skills 

• Why authors use inference in books 

• How our own experiences can help us make predictions 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have had a wide range of quality texts read to them and have 
become very familiar with many of them as they have been returned to 
repeatedly throughout the year.  Children have talked about events and 
characters in stories, anticipating key events and suggesting reasons for 
key events.  Children have reasoned and speculated about how characters 
might be feeling and why they might have behaved in certain ways. 
Children have been introduced to the idea that books can be mirrors 
reflecting their own, or windows showing other people’s experiences. 
 
Y1 
Children have learnt about different characters. They have also begun to 
identify words and their meaning. 

Future Learning 
 
Y2 
Children will be making inferences based on what is said or done. 
 
KS2 
Children will understand what they read independently by predicting what 
might happen from details stated. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

infer Guessing something using information you have 

predict Guessing what will happen later 

emotion How someone is feeling 

personality What a person is like 

character A person in a story 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Identify words linked to emotions 

• Explain how a character is feeling based on emotion words 

• Infer how a character is feeling based on what you know 

• Predict what will happen based on past experiences 

• Retrieve words or phrases that infer how a character is feeling 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

• Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so 
far 

• Being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own 
experiences 

Target Tracker statements 

• Understand both the books he/she can already read accurately and 
fluently and those he/she listens to by making inferences on the basis 
of what is being said and done 

• Understand both the books he/she can already read accurately and 
fluently and those he/she listens to by predicting what might happen 
on the basis of what has been read so far 

• Answer questions in discussion with the teacher and make simple 
inferences 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children can recognise some emotions and name them. With support, 
children can identify how a character is feeling. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to think about and discuss alternative words and phrases that 
could infer how a character is feeling. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y2 – Unit 1: Retelling stories 

Objective 
To understand stories are made up of main events and often contain 
repeating themes 

Enquiry 
What happens in a story? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What happens in a story 

• How to sequence a story 

• How to retell a story 

• What recurring language and themes are 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have had a wide range of quality texts read to them and have 
become very familiar with many of them as they have been returned to 
repeatedly throughout the year.  Children have themselves read stories 
consistent with their phonic knowledge.  Children have talked about 
events and characters in stories, anticipating key events and suggesting 
reasons for key events.  Children have retold stories they are familiar with 
through role play, small world, talking, drawing and writing.  Children have 
been introduced to the idea that books can be mirrors reflecting their own, 
or windows showing other people’s experiences. 
 
Y1 
Children have discussed the title and events of stories. 

Future Learning 
 
Y2 
Children will be express, listen to and discuss opinions about fiction and 
non-fiction books. 
 
KS2 
Children will become familiar with other types of stories such as myths and 
legends. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retelling Retell the main events of the story 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

sequence Putting things in order 

repeat Things that happen again 

theme The style or content of something 

recurring Something that keeps happening 

language The words or phrases used 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Identify the main events in a story 

• Explain what happens in a story 

• Sequence the main events in a story 

• Retell a story 

• Identify recurring language 

• Identify recurring themes 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of 
information are related 

• becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of 
stories, fairy stories and traditional tales 

• recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 

Target Tracker statements 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by discussing the sequence of events in books and how 
items of information are related 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a 
wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by recognising simple recurring literary language in 
stories and poetry 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children to retell the main events of a story. With support, children can 
identify stories that contain repeating themes. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to think, discuss and reason how authors use the ‘power of three’ 
within stories. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y2 – Unit 2: Poetry 

Objective 
To recite poems using voice and intonation 

Enquiry 
How can we recite poems? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What a poem is 

• Why people read and write poems 

• How words and phrases can paint a picture in the mind 

• What the word ‘recite’ means 

• How to use voice and intonation in a poem 

• How to recognise simple recurring language 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have listened to a wide range of poems, identifying words and 
phrases they enjoy and noticing rhyme and alliteration.  
 
Y1 
Children have joined in with predictable words and phrases. They have 
begun to recite simple poems. 
 
Y2 
The children have identified repeating themes and language. 

Future Learning 
 
Y2 
Children will be looking at words meanings and thinking about why 
authors choose those words. 
 
KS2 
Children will become familiar with other types of stories such as myths and 
legends. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Reciting Repeat aloud poems or part of a poem 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

poem A piece of writing that uses expression, feelings 
and ideas 

recite Speak out loud from memory 

voice A sound made by a person 

intonation The rise and fall of the voice in speaking 

phrase A group of words 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Explain what a poem is 

• Identify recurring language in poems 

• Predict how a line of a poem will end 

• Retrieve words or phrases that intonation and voice can be used for 

• Recite a simple poem using voice and intonation 

National Curriculum Coverage/ Target Tracker statements 

• recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 

• continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, 
appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to 
make the meaning clear 

• listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of 
contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they can read independently 

• participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are 
read to them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say 

• explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other 
material, both those that they listen to and those that they read for 
themselves. 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children to recite part of a poem. With support, children will begin to use 
their voice expressively. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to recite poems they can read independently using intonation. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y2 – Unit 3: Book discussions 

Objective 
To express, listen and respond to opinions 

Enquiry 
What do you think of this book? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• How to express a view 

• How to respond to other people’s views 

• Which words or phrases they like 

• Which words or phrases need explaining 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have talked about events and characters in stories, anticipating 
key events and suggesting reasons for key events.  Children have been 
introduced to the idea that books can be mirrors reflecting their own, or 
windows showing other people’s experiences.  Children have identified 
what they liked and/or didn’t like about a story and selected some of their 
favourite stories to talk about. 
 
Y1 
Children have talked with others about books and their own experiences 
 
Y2 
Children have summarised what they have read 

Future Learning 
Children will be learning and exploring the meaning of new and interesting 
words. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

discuss To talk about something with others 

express To share thoughts, opinions or gestures Ag 

interesting Something that captures attention 

favourite Something that is preferred to others 

opinion What you think of something 

agree/disagree The same/different opinion 

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Express a view about what they have read 

• Listen to other’s people’s opinions 

• Identify new and interesting words 

• Discuss what they have understood 

• Discuss their favourite word choices 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of 
contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they can read independently 

• discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings 
to known vocabulary 

• discussing their favourite words and phrases 

Target Tracker statements 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by discussing his/her favourite words and phrases 

• Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are 
read to him/her and those that he/she can read for himself/herself, 
taking turns and listening to what others say 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, 
linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children to state if they like a book or not. With support, children can 
explain what they do or do not like about a book. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to identify, discuss and reason books that are similar based on 
their own opinions. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y2 – Unit 4: Understanding the text 

Objective 
To ask and answer questions about a book 

Enquiry 
What would you tell someone about this book? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• How to retrieve information 

• How to answers questions 

• Where to find answers to questions 

• What questions can be asked about a book 

• Who a book would be good for 

• Why somebody would like the book 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have had experience of a range of non-fiction texts relating to 
themes and topics they are interested in.  Children have identified what 
they liked and/or didn’t like about a story and selected some of their 
favourite stories to talk about. 
 
Y1 
Children have learnt that there are tools to help find answers to questions 
 
Y2 
Children have expressed opinions and listened to other’s views of a book 

Future Learning 
 
Y2 
Children will be scanning for examples of inference 
 
KS2 
Children will be retrieving and recording information from non-fiction 
books 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

review Giving an opinion on something 

retrieve finding something 

scan Looking carefully at something 

fiction Something that is untrue or imaginary 

non-fiction Something that is true or factual  

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Identify fiction and non-fiction books 

• Explain what fiction and non-fiction means 

• Identify where to locate an answer 

• Retrieve the answer to questions 

• Explain why a book is good or not 

• Explain why somebody would like the book 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• Being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different 
ways 

• Drawing on what they already know or on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher 

• Answering and asking questions 

Target Tracker statements 

• Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately 
and fluently and those that he/she listens to by drawing on what 
he/she already knows or on background information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher 

• Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately 
and fluently and those that he/she listens to by answering questions 
and making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

• Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately 
and fluently and those that he/she listens to by answering and asking 
questions and making links 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children can say if they liked a book or not. With support, children can 
answer simple questions about what they have read or what has been read 
to them 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to set their own questions for others to find the answers 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y2 – Unit 5: Word meaning 

Objective 
To identify and explore the meaning of new and interesting words 

Enquiry 
Which words in the book do you find interesting? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What an interesting word is 

• How to identify new or interesting words 

• What new or interesting words mean 

• How to explore the meaning of new or interesting words 

• Why an author uses new or interesting words 
 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have been strategically introduced to new vocabulary through 
stories, non-fiction texts and experiences and have applied this new 
vocabulary in their playing and learning. 
 
Y1 
Children have learnt that they can look up the meaning of new words. 
 
Y2 
Children have been identified particular words to find answers to 
questions. 

Future Learning 
 
Y2 
Children will be using inference and prediction skills based on what they 
have read. 
 
KS2 
Children will be learning how the use of words and its presentation add to 
its meaning. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

interesting Something that interests you 

explore To look for something 

discover To find something new 

meaning What something means 

vocabulary Words and phrases used 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Identify new and interesting words 

• Explain what new or interesting words mean 

• Retrieve new or interesting words 

• Infer meaning of words based on their context 

• Identify other words that could also be used 

• Explain why an author chose a particular word 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• Discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings 
to known vocabulary 

• Discussing their favourite words and phrases 

• Checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and 
correcting inaccurate reading 

Target Tracker statements 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, 
linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by discussing his/her favourite words and phrases 

• Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately 
and fluently and those that he/she listens to by checking that the text 
makes sense to him/her as he/she reads and corrects inaccurate 
reading 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children will be able to choose words that they find interesting. With 
support, children will explain the meaning of some new or interesting 
words. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children to identify new or interesting words in an unfamiliar text and 
explain why an author chose those words. 

 

 

  



Reading Comprehension – Y2 – Unit 6: Predictions and inference 

Objective 
To use inference and predictions to understand stories 

Enquiry 
What do you think will happen later? 
 

 

Substantive Knowledge (Content) 

• What a prediction is 

• How to make a prediction 

• What might happen next 

• How authors use language to make inferences 

• How characters are feeling in a story 

• What type of person a character is 

Prior Learning 
 
EYFS 
Children have talked about events and characters in stories, anticipating 
key events and suggesting reasons for key events. 
 
Y1 
Children have identified words associated to character’s feelings. 
 
Y2 
Children have learnt to identify and find out the meaning of words and 
phrases. 

Future Learning 
 
KS2 
Children will be making predictions about what might happen based on 
clues in the text. 

 

 

Skills 
 

Explaining Saying what has happened or been said 

Identify Distinguish something or someone from others 
that may be similar 

Inferring Understanding meaning that has not been 
explicitly explained 

Predicting Educated guessing of what will happen later 

Retrieving Find words or phrases 

Segment and blend Breaking apart words and putting them back 
together 

Word reading Decoding and reading words 
 

Concepts 
 

Explain Describing something in detail 

Inference A conclusion reached on the basis of evidence 
and reasoning 

Prediction Using a calculated guess about the outcome of 
something 

Retrieve To find or extract something 

Summarise give a brief statement of the main points of 
something 

Vocabulary The words used in a particular language 
 

Key vocabulary 
 

inference Guessing something using information you have 

predict Guessing what will happen later 

emotion How someone is feeling 

personality What a person is like 

character A person in a story 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Assessment points 

• Identify key points of a story 

• Explain what has happened so far in a story 

• Predict what will happen in a story 

• Infer how a character is feeling 

• Infer what type of person a character is 

National Curriculum Coverage 

• Drawing on what they already know or on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher 

• Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

• Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so 
far 

• Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other 
material, both those that they listen to and those that they read for 
themselves. 

Target Tracker statements 

• Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately 
and fluently and those that he/she listens to by answering questions 
and making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

• Make inferences on the basis of what is said and done in a book he/she 
is reading independently 

• Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately 
and fluently and those that he/she listens to by making plausible 
predictions about what might happen on the basis of what has been 
read so far 

• Explain what has happened so far in what he/she has read 

SEN/D minimum expectations 
Children can make simple predictions about what might happen in a story. 
With support, children can say why they have made predictions based on 
what they have read or listened to. 

High prior attainment and extension opportunities 
Children will identify words and phrases used that infer meaning and begin 
to think of others they could use that mean a similar thing. 

 

 

 


